
Ecosystem Benefits and Risks: Instructional Exercise 

Objective: Familiarize users with the different platforms for accessing information and data 

related to the Ecosystem Benefits and Risks research project. 

Instructions: 

For this exercise you will learn how to access data layers and the associated information 

available in three different platforms and compare the different information that is available; 

the Appalachian LCC web portal, Ecosystem Services Conservation Atlas, and the Ecosystem 

Benefits and Risk gallery on the Conservation Planning Atlas. 

Appalachian LCC Web Portal 

1. Access The Ecosystem Benefits and Risk page on the Appalachian LCC web portal: 

http://applcc.org/ecosystem-risks-benefits. 

2. Select “Benefits” from the navigation bar 

 

 

 

http://applcc.org/ecosystem-risks-benefits


3. Select “Forest Carbon” link at the bottom of the page. 

 

4. Review the information in the summary. What risk factors are identified for the carbon 

storage category? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ecosystem Services Conservation Atlas 

1. Access the Ecosystem Services Conservation Atlas at: http://applcc-ecosystemservices.org/ 

2. Click on the “Benefits” link. The categories will be the same as those in the Appalachian 

LCC portal. The  

 

3. Select “Forest Carbon” from the list of benefits.  

 

http://applcc-ecosystemservices.org/


4. The summary information displayed is the same as the summary information from the 

Appalachian LCC portal. However, the risk factors are not listed on this page. Also, you 

will note that the references aren’t listed, but a link is provided which refers users back 

to the Appalachian portal page that was visited in the first part of this exercise which 

includes that information.  

5. An additional feature not included within the portal section, is the maps which are 

displayed in the upper right-hand corner. When hovering over the large map image, 

users will have the option to “Hide Thumbnails”, this option will remove the smaller 

map images below; “Open Inage in New Window” which will open a new page with the 

full-size image displayed, and “Expand Gallery” which will display a full size image of the 

map and will also provide users the ability to navigate to full size images of the other 

thumbnails. For this exercise, you should click on the different map viewing  options.  
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6. At the bottom of the page is a link to the Data Atlas for the data layers related to Carbon 

Storage. Clicking on the data layer name, will open a page with information regarding a 

specific data layer. For this exercise, we will explore the “Landscape Composition and 

Pattern” data. 

7. The map images displayed are specific to the data layer. The same functionality is 

available for viewing. Additionally, a link is provided to learn more and access the 

original data. 

8. At the bottom of the page, there is also a list of the other data categories that reference 

the same data layer. Which categories reference the “Landscape Composition and 

Pattern Data Layer? 

Ecosystem Benefits and Risk Gallery in Conservation Planning Atlas 

1. Access the Ecosystem Benefits and Risks Gallery in the Appalachian LCC Conservation Planning 

Atlas at: https://applcc.databasin.org/galleries/e74e24c398cf4f2f840f7216b507b712 

 

2. The data layers are organized in folders similar to the structure in the Appalachian LCC 

portal and the Ecosystem Services Conservation Atlas. Users are able to visualize the 

https://applcc.databasin.org/galleries/e74e24c398cf4f2f840f7216b507b712


data in interactive maps, add additional data layers, create new maps, and download 

data. This is a difference over the static maps available in the Ecosystem Services 

Conservation Atlas. 

3. For this section, we will look at data in the Human Landscape category.  Click on 

“Human Landscape” to expand the folder and view the data layers available.  

 

4. Hover over the map image to display a summary of the data. The “Actions” drop-down 

menu will provide users the ability to open a map with the data or download the original 

data for use in their own GIS system. 

 

 

 

 



5. Click on the data layer name to open a data preview page. This page also provides users 

the option to open the data in a map or to download. 

 


